Burn Algorithm
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Does the burn have any of the following features:    >2nd degree; > 15% BSA; extensive involvement of face, genitalia, hand or foot; associated with smoke inhalation injury, extensive soft tissue injury or fractures





Using effective and safe analgesia (sedation with IV ketamine recommended) wounds are cleansed in a sterile manner, easy to remove devitalized tissue is removed (intact blisters are not disturbed) and wounds are covered with mepitel®, antimicrobial ointment and a bulky wrap of gauze








Consult surgery and/or arrange for transfer to Burn Center.  Using effective and safe analgesia (sedation with IV ketamine recommended) wounds are cleansed, easy to remove devitalized tissue is removed (intact blisters are not disturbed) and wounds are covered loosely with cool wet sterile dressing





Burn is < 3rd degree; 10-15% BSA; involves hand, face or genitalia; child abuse suspected, underlying medical conditions which would predispose to infection or dehydration; unlikely to control pain with oral meds





Admit to pediatric surgery, hand surgery, or plastic surgery (if face is primary burn)





Discharge home with oral analgesic (preferably opioid and NSAID) with instructions on signs of infection, how/when to change dressing and follow-up for wound check in 1-3 days with PCP or PT.  Mepitel ® to be removed in 5-10 days unless infection suspected








